THE   BOOK   OF
He answered her anon: —'I pray God that the devil's
death may overcome thee soon and quickly,' and many
more cruel words he said to her than she could repeat.
And soon after some of the company in whom she
trusted best, and her own maiden also, said she could no
longer go in their fellowship. And they said that they
would take away her maiden from her, so that she should
no strumpet be, in her company. And then one of them,
who had her gold in keeping, left her a noble with great
anger and vexation to go where she would and help her-
self as she might, for with them, they said, she should no
longer abide; and they forsook her that night.
Then, on the next morning, there came to her one of
their company, a man who loved her well, praying her
that she would go to his fellows and meeken herself to
them, and pray them that she might go still in their com-
pany till she came to Constance.
And so she did, and went forth with them till she came
to Constance with great discomfort and great trouble, for
they did her much shame and much reproof as they went,
in divers places. They cut her gown so short that it came
but little beneath her knee, and made her put on a white
canvas, in the manner of a sacken apron, so that she should
be held a fool and the people should not.make much of
her or hold her in repute. They made her sit at the table's
end, below all the others, so that she ill durst speak a
word.
And, notwithstanding all their malice, she was held in
more worship than they were, wherever they went.
And the good man of the house where they were
hostelled, though she sat lowest at the table's end, would
always help her before them all as well as he could, and
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